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“In the period of which we speak, there reigned in the cities a stench barely conceivable to us
modern men and women. The streets stank of manure, the courtyards of urine, the stairwells
stank of mouldering wood and rat droppings, the kitchens of spoiled cabbage and mutton fat;
the unaired parlours stank of stale dust, the bedrooms of greasy sheets, damp featherbeds, and
the pungently sweet aroma of chamber pots. The stench of sulphur rose from the chimneys, the
stench of caustic lyes from the tanneries, and from the slaughterhouses came the stench of
congealed blood. People stank of sweat and unwashed clothes; from their mouths came the
stench of rotting teeth, from their bellies that of onions, and from their bodies, if they were no
longer very young, came the stench of rancid cheese and sour milk and tumorous disease.”
(The Perfume, Patrick Suskind, 8).
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What 's more , in contrast to the volatile state of relations across the Taiwan
Strait , the Viethamese government has been sure and steady in its approach ,
and Taiwanese companies there are treated just like those of any other foreign

nation . If anything , Taiwan has ties with Vietham that are more intimate than
most .
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Given an unstable , even treacherous , international situation , what course
should they follow ?
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Nothing can be certain in this rapidly changing society , this treacherous and
uncertain life .
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